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SPORTS, C1 


SACKS PILE UP 
AS COWBOYS 
ARE ROUTED 
BY FALCONS 


STATESMAN IN-DEPTH TEXAS CHURCH SHOOTING 


Tragedy exposes flaws in gun checks 


Analysts cite reporting 
issues, lack of federal 
spending, loopholes. 


By Sean Collins Walsh 
scwalsh@statesman.com 


The massacre at the First Bap- 
tist Church in Sutherland Springs 
has focused national attention on 
the Air Force’s failure to report 
to the FBI a 2012 military court 


TRUMP INAUGURATION 


conviction that should have pre- 
vented the shooter from buying an 
assault-style weapon he used to 
kill 26 people and injure 20 more. 
But gun experts say problems 
with the background check system 
for gun purchases go well beyond 
gaps in military conviction records 
and have factored into many of the 
mass shootings that have gripped 
the country in recent years. 
“The military failure is just 
the issue we know about most 


Texas journalist 
goes on trial in 
D.C. protest case 


San Antonio man who 
streamed Jan. 20 unrest 
accused of inciting riot. 


By Maria Recio 
American-Statesman 
special correspondent 


WASHINGTON — Inauguration 
Day was not only the start of Don- 
ald Trump’s presidency, it was 
the start of a spirited resistance 
against his presidency. 

And this week some of that 
resistance goes on trial. 

The first trial of the approxi- 
mately 200 protesters arrested 
Jan. 20 in Washington, D.C., starts 
Wednesday. There are so many 
defendants that they are being 
tried in groups. First up ina group 


Journalists continued on A7 


Alexei Wood, a San Antonio 
photojournalist, was charged 
with being part of ariot during 
President Donald Trump’s 
inauguration events in January. 
CONTRIBUTED 


STATESMAN IN-DEPTH RIDE-HAILING SAFETY 


Driver’s rape case reignites 
background check debate 


Allscreening policies for 
ride-hailing firms have 
flaws, some experts Say. 


By Sebastian Herrera 
sherrera@statesman.com 


When Osmani Limonta Diaz 
applied to become a driver for 
ride-hailing nonprofit RideAus- 
tin, his criminal record looked 
clean. It gave no sign of the legal 
trouble he faces now. 

Diaz is accused of raping a 
female passenger while work- 
ing for RideAustin on June 10. He 
was formally charged on Oct. 13. 


Osmani 
Limonta Diaz 
had passed 
background 
checks before 
being hired. 


Diaz, however, had passed finger- 
print- and Social Security num- 
ber-based background checks 
before being hired as a RideAus- 
tin driver, the nonprofit said. 
The accusations against him 
have reignited a debate about 
how ride-hailing entities such as 
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» INSIDE: One week after mass 
shooting, church begins ‘healing 
process, B1 


recently,” said Garen Wintemute, 
an ER doctor and gun violence 
researcher who directs the Uni- 
versity of California’s Violence 
Prevention Research Program. 
“Failure to report is a widespread 
problem that has been recog- 
nized at the federal level and by 
reporting agencies for decades.” 


AUSTIN360, D1 


UALITY 
IME 


Graduation goal for 
teen, mom: 100 5Ks 


The National Instant Crimi- 
nal Background Check System 
— a network of databases main- 
tained by the FBI that federally 
licensed gun sellers check before 
making sales — is supposed to 
prohibit certain groups of peo- 
ple from buying guns, including 
drug abusers, felons, fugitives, 
unauthorized immigrants, peo- 
ple convicted on domestic vio- 
lence charges and those invol- 
untarily committed to a mental 


BUSINESS, B5 


WHY SPARE 
TIRES MIGHT 
SOON BE 
HISTORY 


health facility. 

But there are significant gaps 
in the records caused by a myr- 
iad of factors: 

E The federal government can- 
not force states to report convic- 
tion data, and many don’t sub- 
mit all of the relevant records. 

E Congress has not spent more 
than $1 billion of authorized fund- 
ing for a program meant to incen- 
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CONTINUING COVERAGE HURRICANE HARVEY RECOVERY 


$61 billion sought for 
‘future proofing’ state 


Water rushes from: a large sinkhole o. on a FM 762in Rosenberg, r near Houston, í on Aug. 27,as then-tropical 
Storm Harvey pounded the region. Texas officials are hoping the federal government will fund $61 billion 
in projects to bolster infrastructure against future storms. ROSENBERG POLICE DEPARTMENT / AP 


Request to Congress is separate from storm recovery aid. 


By Will Weissert 
Associated Press 


COLLEGE STATION — Texas officials 
are lobbying the federal govern- 
ment for $61 billion for infrastruc- 
ture improvements after Hurri- 
cane Harvey’s destruction, argu- 
ing that the staggering amount 
is necessary to “future proof” 
before the next great storm. 

Whether Congress will oblige 
is anyone’s guess. 

The Texas coast has been hit 
by three major hurricanes since 
2006, and Houston, 40 miles 
inland, saw Harvey trigger its third 
“500-year” flood in the past three 


years alone. Everyone agrees on 
the need for long-term improve- 
ments for America’s fourth-largest 
city and other especially storm- 
prone parts of the state. But Con- 
gress may be unwilling or unable 
to pay for them, given the vast 
sums that will go toward Texas’ 
immediate recovery needs, not 
to mention toward helping Flor- 
ida, Puerto Rico and California 
recover from their own recent 
disasters. 

Congress already approved $15 
billion in aid for Harvey in Sep- 
tember, but four Texas Republican 
congressmen were among those 
who opposed it because the mea- 


sure also included a federal debt 
ceiling deal that funded the gov- 
ernment for three more months. 
Last month, President Donald 
Trump signed off on putting an 
additional $36.5 billion toward 
efforts to recover from hurricanes 
Harvey, Irma and Maria, and the 
California wildfires. 

Texas outlined its proposed 
infrastructure improvements and 
upgrades in a report that it sent 
to Congress. But that request is 
separate from the past funding 
packages and from the estimated 
$50 billion-plus in federal assis- 
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A BONUS DIGITAL SECTION FOR OUR SUBSCRIBERS: 


BUYER'S MARKET FOR 
HURRICANE CARS? 


ONLY IN THE EPAPER 
Personal Finance Extra 
intoday’s ePaper 


Get tips on handling your money, 
available only to subscribers at 
statesman.com/epaper. 


NATION & WORLD, A4 
Ex-officials blast Trump 
over Russiacomments 


Former intelligence chiefs level 
criticism as President Donald 
Trump continues his Asia trip. 
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AIM 


Quality, energy efficient windows can reduce the cost of heating and cooling your home, can 
improve the security and safety, increase the value of your property, improve the curb appeal, 
while improving the comfort and health of the residents in your home. 


Windows, Siding & Doors 


Special Financing Available 
Call Now!!! 


ClearChoice: 


= EXTERIORS 


(512) 973-0400 | www.512window.com 


